
Community Safety & Wellbeing Resident Survey

Thank you for your interest in completing this survey.
The Town of Blind River, Town of Spanish, Town of Thessalon, Municipality of Huron Shores, and the
Township of the North Shore are inviting residents to participate in the Community Safety and Well-
Being Survey. This survey will help us understand the current well-being and feelings of safety of the
people within our communities so we can work together to focus on local actions that will improve the
quality of life for everyone.

This survey is part of the development of the North Shore Community Safety and Well-Being Plan. The
plan will provide a model for collaboration, planning, and action to shape how current and emerging
issues are responded to through ongoing engagement with community stakeholders and residents.

The survey includes questions about your day-to-day life, health, education, employment, safety,
leisure, and recreation experiences, and what you think about living, working, and playing on the
North Shore. By sharing your experiences and what matters to you, you help to shape life
experiences, determine our community priorities, and indicate where you think change is needed the
most.

This survey should take approximately 15 minutes to complete. The survey responses are being
confidentially collected and analyzed by staff. All responses will be kept confidential, and only overall
results, without individual identifying information, will be shared.

If you have any questions about this survey or if you would like to request a paper copy, please
contact your Community Safety Well-being plan resource person at your local Municipality. To learn
more about the North Shore Community Safety and Well-Being Plan, please visit your municipal
website. 

There are no mandatory questions. If you wish to participate and consent to this survey, please fill out
only those questions you are comfortable answering.

1. Which municipality do you reside in? (Select ONE only)

Town of Blind River

Municipality of Huron Shores

Township of the North Shore

Town of Spanish

Town of Thessalon

2. Are you a permanent, seasonal or occasional resident? (Select ONE only)

Permanent

Seasonal

Occasional
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Demographics

Prefer to self describe

3. What is your gender identity? (Select ONE only)

Female

Male

Non-binary

Prefer not to say

4. What is your age?

16-24 years old

25-34 years old

35-44 years old

45-54 years old

55-64 years old

65-74 years old

75+ years old

5. What is your racial or ethnic identity? (Select all that apply)

First Nation, Metis or Inuit

Visible Minority

Caucasian

Prefer not to say

None of the above (please specify)

Well-Being is synonymous with quality of life

Well-being constitutes both objective and subjective well-being conditions, including how people experience and feel about their lives.
Subjective well-being indicators provide the most current level and relevant snapshot of how citizens currently experience or perceive
well-being and happiness from lived experiences.

6. Taking all things together, how do you feel?

Very Happy

Happy

Unhappy

Very Unhappy

Don't know/Prefer not to say
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7. All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life as a whole?

Very satisfied with your life as a whole

Satisfied with your life as a whole

Dissatisfied with your life as a whole

Very dissatisfied with your life as a whole

Don't know/Prefer not to say

8. How do you feel about your spiritual life? *Spirituality is defined as the search for a meaning in life; the
sense of connection to something bigger than yourself; may include your faith/religion.

Very satisfied with your spiritual life

Satisfied with your spiritual life

Dissatisfied with your spiritual life

Very dissatisfied with your spiritual life

Not applicable/Prefer not to say

Healthy Populations

A community rich in human capital is one in which people feel healthy and vibrant in mind, body, and spirit. In general, people who are
healthier in terms of their physical health, mental and emotional well-being tend to be happier. In addition, people who are happiest live
relatively stress-free lives and spend much of their time doing things they enjoy.

9. Overall, you spend most of your personal time:

Doing things that you enjoy a lot

Doing things that you somewhat enjoy

Doing things that you dislike

Doing things that you dislike a lot

Don't know/Prefer not to say

10. Overall, you feel that you have:

Full control over decisions that affect your life

A lot of control over decisions that affect your life

Little control over decisions that affect your life

No control over decisions that affect your life

Don't know/Prefer not to say

11. Overall, you feel:

Very positive about yourself

Positive about yourself

Negative about yourself

Very negative about yourself

Don't know/Prefer not to say

12. In general you would say your overall mental health is:

Poor

Fair

Good

Very Good

Excellent

Don't know/Prefer not to say
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13. In general, you would say your overall physical health is:

Poor

Fair

Good

Very Good

Excellent

Don't know/Prefer not to say

14. Overall, in your life you experience:

Overwhelming stress

High stress

Moderate stress

Low stress

No stress

Don't know/Prefer not to say

15. Which of the following statements best describes the food eaten in your household in the past 12 months?

You and other household members always had enough of
the kinds of food you wanted to eat.

You and other household members had enough to eat, but
not always the kinds of food you wanted.

Sometimes you and other household members did not have
enough to eat.

Often you and other household members did not have
enough to eat.

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Living Standards

Living standards are part of eight domains used to assess well-being. Having a job and finding meaningful work is a key contributor to a
good and happy life. Furthermore, financial security and knowing that one's income is sufficient to meet their housing needs is important
to ensure a good sense of financial well-being, household well-being, and overall happiness.

16. All things considered, how satisfied are you with your current work life?

Very satisfied with your current work life

Satisfied with your current work life

Dissatisfied with your current work life

Very dissatisfied with your current work life

Not applicable

Don't know/Prefer not to say

17. To what extent does your current level of income meet your everyday life needs?

Your current income meets all of your everyday life needs

Your current income meets most of your everyday life
needs

Your current income meets some of your everyday life
needs

Your current incomes does not meet your everyday life
needs

Not applicable

Don't know/Prefer not to say

18. In general, how do you feel about your current personal finances?

Overwhelming stress

High stress

Moderate stress

Low stress

No stress

Don't know/Prefer not to say
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19. In general, do you feel that you have good access to affordable housing options?

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Don't know/Prefer not to say

20. Have you volunteered during the past 12 months?

Yes

No

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Belonging, Trust and Relationships

Loving and being loved are key conditions for human happiness. Strong communities have a strong sense of belonging and strong
relationships. In addition, high levels of trust in a community are indicators of a cohesive community and goodwill.

21. How would you describe your feeling of belonging to your local community?

Very strong

Strong

Weak

Very weak

Don't know/Prefer not to say

22. Would you recommend this community to others as a place to live?

Yes

No

Don't know/Prefer not to say

23. How often do you feel uncomfortable or out of place in your neighbourhood because of your ethnicity,
culture, race, skin color, language, accent, gender, sexual orientation, or religion?

Most of the time

Some of the time

Rarely

Never

Don't know/Prefer not to say

24. You have friends and family which you can call on for help when you need it most.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Don't know/Prefer not to say

5



25. How do you feel about your relationships with your family and friends?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know/Prefer not to say

26. How do you feel about your relationships with your neighbours?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know/Prefer not to say

 Levels of Trust

Neighbours

Colleagues at work (if
applicable)

Businesses in your
community

27. Please tell us how many of the following people you trust:

Community Safety and Perceptions of Crime

Perceptions of personal safety are important to consider in addition to objective crime statistics. These questions will help us understand
how safe residents feel in their community and identify areas where improvements could be made. Feeling of safety is also an important
index in overall community well-being.

28. What are your most significant sources of information about safety and crime? (Select a MAXIMUM of
three (3) sources)

Personal experience

Word of mouth/information from other people

Local Newspaper

National Newspaper

News programs on TV

News programs on the radio

Talkback radio

Social Media

The police or police operated website

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Other (please specify)
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If you selected very dissatisfied or dissatisfied, please describe one thing that would make you feel safer from crime.

29. How do you feel about your personal safety in your community?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know/Prefer not to say

30. Over the last three years, do you think crime in your community has:

Decreased

Remained the same

Increased

Don't know/Prefer not to say

31. Compared to other communities in Ontario, do you think your community has:

Lower rates of crime

About the same rates of crime

Higher rates of crime

Don't know/Prefer not to say

If very unsafe or unsafe, please provide the main reason underlying why you feel that way.

32. How safe do you feel walking alone in the area that you live (your neighbourhood) alone during the day?

Very safe

Safe

Unsafe

Very unsafe

Does not apply

Don't know/Prefer not to say

If very unsafe or unsafe, please provide the main reason underlying why you feel that way.

33. How safe do you feel walking alone in the area that you live (your neighhbourhood) alone at night?

Very safe

Safe

Unsafe

Very unsafe

Don't know/Prefer not to say
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 Answers

Having your home
burgled

Being robbed

Being harassed

Being the victim of online
fraud, a scam, online
abuse or harassment

34. How likely or unlikely do you think it is that you will fall victim to each of the following crimes in the next
twelve (12) months?

 Answers

I have been burgled
(broken into) in the past

year

I have been robbed,
harassed, or physically
assaulted by another
person in public in the

past year

I have been the victim of
an online fraud, a scam,

online abuse or
harassment

Someone I know has
been burgled (broken
into) in the past year

Someone I know has
been robbed, harassed,

or physically assaulted by
another person in public

in the past year

Someone I know has
been the victim of an
online fraud, a scam,

online abuse or
harassment

35. Please answer Yes or No to the following statements

36. To what extent would having more police officers in your neighbourhood make you feel safer?

Not at all

Very little

Quite a bit

Significantly

Don't know/Prefer not to say
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37. In your opinion, the role of policing in ensuring community safety is:

Extremely important

Very important

Not so important

Not at all important

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Other (please specify)

38. Which sectors do you think play a role in community safety? Select ALL that apply.

Schools

Jobs

Mental Health Services

Hospitals

Police

Social Services

Family/Youth services

Faith institutions

Communities

Community services

Don't know/Prefer not to say

39. How much do your feelings about safety and crime impact what you do (where you go and when)?

Not at all

Very little

Quite a bit

Significantly

Don't know/Prefer not to say

40. You feel comfortable allowing your children to play outside

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Not applicable

41. Please identify your main concern/priority with regards to community safety.

Substance Use

9



42. In the last twelve (12) months, how often did you have a drink of alcohol that was more than just a sip?

I have never had a drink of alcohol that was more than just
a sip

I did not drink alcohol in the last 12 months

Less than once a month

Once a week

2 to 3 times a week

4 to 6 times a week

Every day

Don't know/Prefer not to say

43. In the last twelve (12) months, how often did you use another drug or substance (pharmaceuticals, MDMA,
hallucinogens, heroin, cocaine, synthetic cannabinoids, bath salts, salvia etc.) to get high?

I have never used another drug or substance to get high

I did not use another drug or substance to get high in the
past 12 months

Less than once a month

Once a month

2 or 3 times a month

Once a week

2 to 3 times a week

4 to 6 times a week

Every day

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Democratic Engagement

The perception that government policies reflect the needs of the community contribute to a change in the quality of life and well-being of
residents. It is also important to know if the community trusts the integrity of elected officials.

44. How much would you say that local government efforts have improved the quality of life and well-being of
your community?

Very much

A lot

Not much

Not at all

Don't know/Prefer not to say

45. You trust your local political officials to represent you well.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Accessibility to Services

Feelings of accessibility to basic services, sports and recreation opportunities, personal development opportunities, and arts and cultural
events are important markers of a strong community and a positive sense of well-being. Having access to these services and
opportunities also increases the sense of belonging to the community.
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 Answers

Sports and recreation
activities

Arts and cultural activities

Activities to develop your
skills and abilities (e.g.
educational courses,

computer skills, sewing)

Health care services

46. How accessible (in terms of location and affordability) do you consider the following activities or services?

Environment

Environmental assets such as the natural resources and environmental goods and services that are provided free of charge by nature
are important for the well-being of the community. Having better environmental information about conditions of the natural environment in
a community is important in shaping future policies.

47. How do you feel about the efforts being made to preserve the natural environment in your community?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know/Prefer not to say

48. How do you feel about the opportunities to enjoy the outdoors and the natural environment in your
community?

Very satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Concluding Questions

49. Which of the following best describes your current relationship status?

Married

Widowed

Divorced

Separated

In a domestic partnership or civil union

Single, but cohabitating with a significant other

Single, never married

Don't know/Prefer not to say

11



50. What is your total annual household income?

Less than $20,000

$20,000 to $34,999

$35,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 or more

Don't know/Prefer not to say

51. Including yourself, how many people live in your household? Please count adults and children.

1

2

3

4

5 or more

Prefer not to say

52. How many children under 18 years old live in your household?

0

1

2

3

4

5 or more

Prefer not to say

53. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Did not attend school

Some elementary or some high school education

High school diploma

Completed technical or community college

Some college or some university

University degree (Bachelor's)

Gradate degree (Master's, PhD)

Don't know/Prefer not to say

Other (on leave, disabled etc.) (please specify)

54. Which of the following categories best describes your employment status?

Employed, working full-time

Employed, working part-time

Contract or Temporary work

Unemployed / looking for work

Household work / caring for children or family members

Retired

Going to school

Don't know/Prefer not to say

No (please specify number of years lived in Canada)

55. Were you born in Canada

Yes

Prefer not to say
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56. What do you love about your community?

57. Which issue(s) require(s) the most improvement or attention to improve quality of life, safety, and well-
being in your community?

Thank you for completing this survey! 

If you have any additional questions about this survey or the Community Safety & Well-Being Plan, please reach out to your
municipality.
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